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To: Assembly Veterans & Military Affairs Committee Members
From: Phil Neuenfeldt, Secretary-Treasurer

Date: March 25, 2010

Re: Assembly Bill 835

This bill addresses the composition of the Council on Veterans Programs. The Council is
composed of VSO groups (i.e. American Legion, VFW, VV A etc.) which help advise the State
Veterans Board concerning program and policy development.

We ask your support for an amendment to AB 835 that would also place a member of the Union
Veterans Council on the Council on Veterans Programs. The Union Veterans Council represents
24 unions that have affiliated with and participate in the Council. This group addresses all issues
that affect veterans, with a special focus on access to good jobs and quality health care. The
involvement of the Union Veterans Council will enhance the state's outreach to veterans, which
will be mutually beneficial for both the union veterans and the Department of Veterans Affairs..
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From: Traynor, Gary

Sent: Wednesday, March 24, 2010 8:16 PM

To: Undisclosed-Recipient:;

Subject: Fw: RELEASE: House Passes Halvorson-Sponsored Reso!utlon to Honor Blinded Veterans
Association's 65th Anniversary
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Subject: Fw: RELEASE: House Passes Halvorson-Sponsored Resolution to Honor Blinded Veterans Association's 65th
Anniversary

FYI: May be of interest.
Sent: Wednesday, March 24, 2010 2:09 PM

Subject: FW: RELEASE: House Passes Halvorson-Sponsored Resolution to Honor Blinded Veterans Association's 65th
Anniversary

Piease forward on as appropriate.

Stuart Nelson

BVA Manager of Communications.

OFFICE OF CONGRESSWOMAN DEBBIE HALVORSON

11™ CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, ILLINOIS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Ryan Vanderbilt
(202) 503-5188 or Ryan.Vanderbilt@mail.house.gov

March 24, 2010

House Passes Halvorson-Sponsored Resolution to Honor Blinded Veterans Association’s

65™ Anniversary
Bipartisan legislation to recognize efforts of organization on behalf of blinded veterans

WASHINGTON, DC — Honoring the work of the Blinded Veterans Association (BVA) on behalf of veterans
across America, Rep. Debbie Halvorson (IL 11) joined a bipartisan group of her colleagues in unanimously
‘passing H.J.RES 80, recognizing the 65™ anniversary of the BVA.

“For over six decades, the Bhnded Veterans Association has stood up and been a Voibe for those who needed
one the most, and a staunch advocate for those who have sacrificed so much for us,” said Halvorson. “I am
proud to stand beside the Blinded Veterans Association, and honor them on their 65th anniversary. As more men
and women return from battlefields abroad, the work of their organization will be even more necessary. I look
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forward to working alongside them to fight for our veterans, and ensure they receive the benefits and
recognition they deserve.”

The Blinded Veterans Association was founded on March 28, 1945 by 100 blinded members of the Armed
Forces who served in World War II. Since its founding, the BVA has been appointed as the first official
representative for blinded veterans by the Veterans Administration, and has encouraged the blinded veterans it
served, “to take their rightful place in the community with their fellow men and work with them toward the
creation of a peaceful world.”

“BVA is very grateful for Representative Halvorson’s effort to acknowledge BVA’s 65 years of service to
America’s blinded veterans and their families,” said Tom Miller, Executive Director of the Blinded Veterans
Association. “Because of the pride our membership has in the organization’s long history and its many
significant accomplishments, we appreciate the recognition so eloquently expressed in the Congressional
Resolution Ms. Halvorson has introduced.”

As the only member from Illinois on the House Veterans Affairs Committee, Congresswoman Halvorson has
been a strong advocate for veterans and veterans’ organizations. In her first year in office, Halvorson
introduced and passed legislation establishing a National American Legion Day, and has also fought for several
pieces of legislation aimed at helping wounded veterans and military families, including the Families of
Disabled Veterans Work Opportunity Act, HR 3908, and the Wounded Warrior Caregiver Assistance Act, HR
2898.

Video and a transcript of Congresswoman Halvorson’s remarks in support of the resolution can be found below.

Congresswoman Bob Filner, Chairman, House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

I rise in support of House Joint Resolution 80, recognizing and honoring the Blinded Veterans Association on
its 65" anniversary of recognizing blinded veterans and their families, sponsored by Ms. Halvorson of Illinois.

Ms. Halvorson as a first term member has been incredibly active and committed to veterans on our committee
and I would yield to the Gentlelady from Illinois to further explain the bill.

Congresswoman Debbie Halvorson

Thank you, Chairman Filner for yielding

It was truly a privilege to introduce H. J. Res. 80, which recognizes and honors the Blinded Veterans
Association on its 65th anniversary.

Madam Speaker, This simple resolution helps to honor the service and sacrifice of the more than 165,000 blind
or visually impaired veterans.



The resolution helps us to remember that on March 28, 1945, 100 blinded members of the Armed Forces who
served in World War II formed the Blinded Veterans Association in order to help veterans and their families
meet and overcome the challenges of blindness.

The following year, in 1946, General Omar Bradley, of the Veterans Administration, appointed the BVA as the
first official representative for blinded veterans for the filing of claims and appeals to the Veterans
Administration.

This made the Blinded Veterans Association only the eighth veterans’ service organization to receive such
distinction and responsibility. '

In 1958 Congress followed General Bradley’s lead and echoed his recognition of the BVA by ofﬁcially
approving the BVA Congressional Charter.

Since that time, the BVA has encouraged and assisted blinded veterans “‘to take their rightful place in the
community with their fellow men and work with them toward the creation of a peaceful world”’

Their leadership continues to advocate for the war-blinded to regain independence, confidence, and self esteem
through rehabilitation and training.

Almost 13 percent of the evacuated wounded service members in Iraq and Afghanistan have suffered a serious
eye injury of one type or another.

This means the BVA’s services.are just as crucial today as they were 65 years ago.

H. J. Res. 80 recognizes the extraordinary members and work of the BVA, and the good that they do for
America’s visually impaired veterans.

I thank the members of the BVA for their service and strongly encourage my colleagues to do the same by
voting in favor of this resolution.

I thank the Chairman and yield the balance of my time.
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